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“René Girard,” article for the Encyclopedia of Psychology and Religion, 2nd edition, ed. David A. 
Leeming et al. Springer, 2013. 

“The Point of the Plow: Conceptual Integration in the Allegory of Langland and Voltaire,” co-
authored with Madeleine Kasten, Metaphor and Symbol 26.2 (Spring 2011): 143-151. 

“C. S. Lewis and René Girard on Desire, Conversion, and Myth: The Case of Till We Have 
Faces,” Christianity and Literature 60.2 (Winter 2011): 247-265. 

“How to Read Like a Fool: Riddle Contests and the Banquet of Conscience in Piers Plowman,” 
Speculum 85.3 (July 2010): 592-630. 

“Desire, Violence, and the Passion in Fragment VII of The Canterbury Tales: A Girardian 
Reading.” Renascence: A Journal of Values in Literature 52.1 (Fall 1999): 35-56. 

“Dante’s Quest for Home.” Christianity and the Arts 7.1 (Winter 2000): 6-9. 

BOOK REVIEWS 
Review of Traugott Lawler, The Penn Commentary on Piers Plowman, Volume 4. Vol. 120, 2nd 

ed. Journal of English and Germanic Philology, 2021: 261-264. 
Review of Nicholas Christakis, Blueprint: The Evolutionary Origins of a Good Society. Vol. 66. 

Bulletin of the Colloquium on Violence and Religion, 2020. 
Review of Pablo Bandera, Reflection in the Waves: The Interdividual Observer in a Quantum 

Mechanical World. Vol. 63. Co-authored with Scott Cowdell, David García-Ramos 
Gallego, and Matthew Packer. Bulletin of the Colloquium on Violence and Religion, 
2020. 

Review of Pierpaolo Antonello and Paul Gifford, How We Became Human: Mimetic Theory and 
the Science of Evolutionary Origins, Bulletin of the Colloquium on Violence and Religion 
61 (August 2019). 

Review of Sam J. Miller, Blackfish City, Bulletin of the Colloquium on Violence and Religion 60 
(May 2019). 

Review of Emily Swan and Ken Wilson, Solus Jesus: A Theology of Resistance, Bulletin of the 
Colloquium on Violence and Religion 58 (November 2018). 

Review (with Matthew Packer) of The Palgrave Handbook of Mimetic Theory and Religion, 
Bulletin of the Colloquium on Violence and Religion 55, 56, and 57 (2018). 

Review of Paolo Diego Bubbio, Intellectual Sacrifice and Other Mimetic Paradoxes, Bulletin of 
the Colloquium on Violence and Religion 55 (February 2018). 

Review of David Aers, Beyond Reformation?: An Essay on William Langland’s “Piers 
Plowman” and the End of Constantinian Christianity, Yearbook of Langland Studies, 31 
(2017). 

Review of G. Ronald Murphy, SJ, Gemstone of Paradise: The Holy Grail in Wolfram’s Parzival, 
in Christianity and Literature 58.1 (Autumn 2008): 105-107. 

Review of Eleanor Cook, Enigmas and Riddles in Literature in Christianity and Literature, 56.4 
(Summer 2007): 694-699. 

Review of Joan M. Nuth, 
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“The Playfulness of Dante’s Paradiso,” Second International Congress on Sport and Christianity, 
Calvin College, Grand Rapids, MI, October 26, 2019. 

“From Character to Communion: Friendship in Mimetic Theory, Dante, and Tolkien,” The 
Character of the University, annual conference of the Center for Faith and Learning, 
Baylor University, October 19, 2019. 

“Modelling Conversion: Positive and Negative Mimesis in Communties of Care for Children 
with Intellectual Disabilities,” with Dennis Feaster, annual meeting of the Colloquium on 
Violence and Religion, University of Innsbruck, Austria, July 2019. 

“Crowdsourcing Rogers,” International Piers Plowman Society, University of Miami, April 6, 
2019. 

“Friendship, Knowledge, and the Liberal Arts,” English Department Colloquium, Hope College, 
January 2019. 

“The School of Friendship: Rivendell, Hogwarts,  and the Liberal Arts College,” Buena Vista 
University, Storm Lake, Iowa, October 2018. 

“Mimesis, Friendship, and Truth,” annual meeting of the Colloquium on Violence and Religion, 
Regis University, Denver, July 2018.  

“A Non-Violent Nationalism? Tolkien’s ‘Mythology for England,’” annual meeting of the 
Colloquium on Violence and Religion, Universidad de Francisco Vitoria, Madrid, July 
2017. 

“Called Together in Hope,” Convocation Address to the entering class, Hope College, August 
2016. 

“Tolkien’s On Fairy-stories as Theory of Literature,” International Congress on Medieval 
Studies, Western Michigan University, May 2016. 

Participant in a panel discussion, “The Secret Lives of Proverbs: Considering the Intersection of 
Sentential Material and Meta-Sentential Contexts”  International Congress on Medieval 
Studies, Western Michigan University, May 2016. 

“The Poetics of Enigma and the Theology of Participation in the Fifth Vision of Piers Plowman,” 
International Piers Plowman 
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Hope College Andrew W. Mellon Scholars Program Mentoring Award, 2014 

GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS 
Hope College Jacob Nyenhuis summer grants for interdisciplinary collaborative research, 2019, 

2021 
Hope College Grand Challenges Initiative grant for curricular pathway on technology and 

society, 2018-19  
Hope College Jacob Nyenhuis summer grants for student-faculty collaborative research, 2013, 

2015, 2016, 2018  
New Directions Initiative grant, Great Lakes Colleges Association, 2011 
Hope College CrossRoads Project summer grants for student-faculty collaborative research, 2007, 

2009, 2011 
Hope College Faculty Development Grants, 1998, 1999, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2006, 2008 
Sluyter Fellowship, Hope College, 2000-1 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation Grant, The Huntington Library, Summer 1999 
Charlotte W. Newcombe Doctoral Dissertation Fellowship, Woodrow Wilson National 

Fellowship Foundation, 1996–7 
Lynn White, Jr., Fellowship, UCLA Center for Medieval and Renaissance Studies, 1996–
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English Literature 800–1660 (assistant) 
English Literature 1660–1832 (assistant) 
Shakespeare for non-majors (assistant) 

LEADERSHIP AND SERVICE (SELECTED) 
Co-director of the “Andrew W. Mellon Grand Challenges Presidential Initiative at Hope 

College,” a program for curricular innovation funded by an $800,000 grant from the 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, 2016-21. Interim director 2021-present 

Member of Anchor Plan Implementation Committee for First-Year Seminar, December 2021-
present 

Editor of the Bulletin of the Colloquium on Violence and Religion, 2016-present (available at 
http://violenceandreligion.com/) 

Member of Curriculum Committee, 2013-18, 2020-21 
Organized summer program for students and faculty doing collaborative research in the 

humanities and social sciences, 2009-10, and 2012-16, 2021 
Director of General Education, 2013-18 
Director of Cultural Heritage Program, spring 2006-18 
Project Director for “Vocational Exploration at Hope College for Mid-Career Faculty and 

Others,” a $20,000 grant from NetVUE (Network for Vocation in Undergraduate 
Education), 2016-17 

Organizer and co-leader of Mimetic Theory Summer School, a one-week intensive course offered 
at Hope College with support from the Imitatio foundation, 2016 

Wrote and received a $2,000 grant from the Lilly Fellows Network to organize “Cultivating Hope 
and Other Virtues,” a series of faculty discussions, 2011-12 

Faculty fellow of Center for Ministry Studies, 2012 to present 


